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Context

• The present situation, and how Europe 
presents itself today (in several places and
manners)

• The ECER conference

• Network sessions

• MOOT



Network sessions: Four general issues 
raised

1)Complexity of the situation

2)Reflexivity 

3)Facts as problems 

4)Values, actions and perspectives



1. The problem is complex, but perhaps not new; 

please keep in mind that we have historical and international experiences

“This complexity referred both to making sense of the 
immediate situation but also … when a broader time frame is 
brought to bear, both in terms of precipitating conditions and 
future educational implications.”

“Difficult to reduce the complex problems to 3-4 statements”

“We also wish to address the refugees crisis in a more direct 
way”

"There is a need for a range of research to explore and theorize 
the complexity of migration as an educational issue."

What we do and how we do it, it was said, should not only be 
informed by ongoing issues, but also should be used in order to 
shed different lights on existing truths



2. Reflexivity, meta-theory, 
deconstruction

“we have specific theoretical resources and tools of analysis to 
offer, that we might use to engage broader audiences to offer 
opportunities to think again about how the present situation is 
framed, ...  In this respect we might provide ways of undoing 
images that dehumanise, and that limit hospitality to 
difference.” 

“(continue to) reflect on politics of social inclusion within 
nation states, but also, …, we should reflect on the settings, 
actors and units of reference we include and exclude in our 
own research.”

“(continue to) criticize how statistics, categorisations, 
opportunities, … are being built (sociologies of measurement).”



3. Facts as problems

“it is not simply a matter of knowledge, but one of perception 
and sensibility” 

“why do we discuss Europe in relation to cultural diversity -
what is different from Europe than elsewhere? what kind of 
Europe do we want and for whom?”

“Europe has become quite mono-lingual, i.e. having a single 
dominant narrative.”

“ ‘Facts’ are constructed; we have to reflect upon constructions 
and there factual consequences, e.g. populism, focus on ‘the 
other’,”

“Researches as being not familiar with the “direct” reality” 



4. Values and action (a)
“we have expertise in ‘giving voice’  “

“as researchers we need to take a responsible position 
that concerns our research goals and approaches“

“in-depth discussion in both schools and higher 
educational contexts”

“keep using the concept of ‘Europeanisation’ in order for 
it not to disappear into the background.” 

“educational researchers could offer different models and 
inform some of the educational responses facing the 
situation in Europe today, look also for practices 
elsewhere and privilege other actors as we usually do.”



4. Values and action (b)
“To identify where there is a lack of knowledge and thereby respond 
constructively to what is happening in Europe today, for instance in 
the area of migration and adult learning as well as additional spaces 
of policy formation.”

“we should seek alternative publication channels that allow as many 
people as possible to access the data and conclusions we come up with.”

“As educational researchers: the crucial role of education as a way of 
empowerment and as a way to address for instance xenophobia.”

“organize a Round Table at the next ECER in Dublin to invite 
contributions and reflections on these issues and thus keep the 
discussion going.”

“We recognise that within the overall population of displaced 
persons, there will be many who are educators and students of 
various kinds … support educators and academics in alleviating 
problems with education and employment.”



4 STATEMENTS PROPOSED 
TO THE MOOT

Amplifying network reflections



1. Educational researchers are responsible for paying 
attention as best as they can, to be as discerning as they can 

about the particular situation. And this means that on the 
one hand we should absolutely avoid a hierarchy between 

‘migrants’, ‘strangers’, ‘refugees’, but we should nevertheless 
recognize the need of efforts to not conflate the issues they 

name, particularly also in the present situation

Educational researchers could try to find/invent ways to be 
objected or contradicted not only by ‘facts’ and ‘arguments’ 

(that is based on its own rules and languages defining on 
beforehand what is taken as valid way of objecting) but also 
by those that are affected by it  (and which do not speak the 

language or know the rules)



2. Educational research should not only follow 
contemporary issues, be they national or European. 

Instead of only keeping pace with societal 
developments, our research agenda should 
challenge and actively rework that what is 

happening today. 



3. We, as educational researchers, recognize that 
within the overall population of displaced persons, 
there will be many who are educators and students 

of various kinds. 

We should find opportunities to collaborate with 
them and involve our institutions in these kinds of 

collaborations. 



Recurring crises have transformed Europe and its people 
throughout the centuries; the current refugee crisis is following 

previous histories of displacement, movement and re-settlement 
that have shaped the ever-changing territorial, cultural and 

intellectual borders we call ‘Europe’. 

We, European education researchers participating at ECER 2015, 
believe that education – in all its forms, shapes and stages- has been 

central to the construction of travelling ideas and collective 
European imaginings. However, education has also been the means 

through which walls of prejudice and national myths are built. 

We collectively call upon education researchers across Europe to 
reflect on our moral and intellectual responsibility towards our 

fellow citizens, many of whom are educators, parents and pupils. 


